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Articles of impeachment a- 
gainft Matthew Wren Door in 


Divinitie, late Biſhop of Nor- 
wich, and now Biſhop 
of Eh, 


Hat the faid MutthewWrer, being Popiſhly and 
 ſaperſticiouſly affe Yed, did ar his fi. comin g 


0 be Biſhop of Norw ich, which was In theyeer * 


163 35. endeavour by ſundry wayes, and means, to fap- 
preſſe the powerfull. and painilutl Preaching of the 
Word of God did introduce divers orders, and In- 
junAions, rending tro ſuperſticion and Idolatry; did 
diſturb, and difquier the orderly, and fereled eſtareof the 
Miniſters, and people, and Churches of 'that Diocefſe. 
ro the great -prejudice of 'His Maj fty,' the-great grict 
and diiquiet, and hazard of the eſtates, con(ciences, 
and lives of mary of His Majeltics Loyall Subjects 


there, .ro the manitelt bringing in, and increafing of pro - 


phaneffs, ignorance and difobedicncei in the Common 
people, (a by the particulars enſuing may appcar.), | 


I. 
Whereas many Chancels of *Churches , during all 
the rime of Queen E/izabetb, 'King James, and ot his 


TOP thar-n 'now | is," had Jaid and been continued 


I-* cvenz 


/ 


l5A-) 


(4) & 

even, and flat, withour-any fteps aſcending towards 
the Eaſi-end of the ſame, and are by the Rubrick in 
the Book of Common-prayer, ordered. to continue: as 
they-were, and ſo ought 10 have continued. He of his 
own minde .and wilt, without any lawfall warranter 
authoriry, ta rhe yeer 1636, being chen -ngy wed Nor 
wich, ordered and enjoyned, that the ſame ſhouldbe 
raiſed rowards the Eaſt=end, ſome two, ſome three, ſome 
foure ſteps, that ſo the Communion Table there placed 
Alcarwife, might be rhe betrer ſecn of the people. 


II. 

He in the ſame yeer 1636. ordered, That the Come 
munion Table which is appointed by the faid Rubrick, 
a2 rhe timeof rhe celebration of the holy Communion, 
to be placed in the Body of the Chureh or Chancell, 
where Divine Prayers areuſually read, and wherethe 
people might beſt hear, ſhould be ſer up cloſe under 
the Wall at the Eaft=cnd of the Chancell Altarwiſe, and 
not to be removed from thence z whereby the Miniſter, 
who is by the Law to officiate at the Northſide of the 
Table, muſt either ſtand and officiate at the Narth-cnd 
of the Table fo ſtanding Altarwife, or elſe after the 
Popiſh 2nd Idolacrous manner, ſtaud and officiate at 
the Weſtfide of the Table with his back towards the 

. people. | 
ITI. 
| Heintheſame ycer 1636, enjoyned that there ſhould 
| beaRayl ſeron the. rop of the new raiſed fteps before 
the Communion Table fo fer Altarwiſe as aforeſaid» 
which Rayl ſhould reach from the Southſide of the 
Chancell ro che North within, which the Miniſter onely 
ſhould ener, as aplace roo holy for the people; and 
fomeof the people were punilked for ſtepping into ir, 
as namely Daniel Whayman, and others, © 
IV. The 


&5 
: I V. | 

The more to adyance blinde ſyperſtition, he in the 
fame yeer 1636, ordered that all the Pewes in the 
Churches ſhould beſo altered, that the people might 
{kneel with their faces Eaftward, towards the Commu- 
-nion Tablei> ſer Alcarwiſeas aforefaid ; And that there 
ſhould be no ſeats in the Chancell above, or cneither 
fide even up with the ſaid Table, 


RR SM 

He in the ſame yeer 1636, enjoyned that every Mi- 
niſter after he had finiſhed rhe reading of ſome part of 
the Morning-Prayer, at the Desk, ſheuld go our from 
the ſame to rhe holy Table fer Altarwiſe, as ro a more 
tholy place and there, when no Communion was to be 
adminiſtred, read ar the ſaid Table a part of the Come 
munion Service, now commonly called the ſecond Sere 
vice, whereby the conftiences both of the Miniſter, and 
people, have been-not onely very much effended, an1 
grieved, bur alſo the Service ir ſelf was made very un- 
proficable to the people, whocould not hear whar was 
laid, or prayedia thar place, 


VI. 

That both he in his own perſon, his Chaplains, and ' 
others of the Clergy, as namely, Maſter obn Nyvel, 
Maſter Wliam Gueſt, Maſter Fobn Danckon, and others 
following his example, didever after the Table was fo 
fer Alcarwiſe, uſe and perform ſuch, ſo many, and ſo 
frequent bowing, and adorations before, and rowards 
the ſaid Table as have been dangerous examples ro draw 
others to the like ſaperſicious g-ftures, and have given 
great ſcandall, and offence ro rhe found, fincere, and 
well aft-&ed Chriſtians. 


A3 —_ 


(6) 
VII. 


| Hein the faid yeer 1636. enioyned all the people to: 
comeup to the Rayl to receive the holy Communion, 
and there knee), and do reverence betore the holy Table. 


placed Alrarwiſe; And gave dire&ions to the Miniſters, 


nor to adminiſter the Communion to ſuch people as: 
ſhould not ſv come up, and do ſuch reverence as afore-. 


ſaid, Andcharthe Minifter ſhould within the Rayl des 
liver th: Bread to ſuch people onely as ſhould fo come 
up and kneel before the faid Table as aforeſaid. This 
w.s tothe offtenceof rhe conſciences of many good peo« 
ple, who tor fear of Idolatry and fuperftition,durſt nox 


come to kneel at the ſaid Rayl before the Table fo pla«. 
c<d Alrarwile; and many people notcoming up thirher,. 


though preſcncing themiclves upon their knees in the 
Chancell, have nor had the Communion delivered unto 


them, and afterward for not receiving have been excoms-. 


municared, 'as namely. Fobu Shyming, $:zmmuel Dimckon, 


Peter Fiſher, Thomas Newtow, Edward Bedwell, Edmund 


Dy,” Jobn Frowar, and many others, 


VIIT, 


He did in the ſaid yeer 1636. enjoyn and command 


that there ſhould be no Sermons on the Lords dayes in 
the afternoon, or on the week dayes ar all, wichour his 
Licence. And alſo enjoyned that there fhoald be no 
Catechifing, bur onely ſuch queſtions, and anſwers, as 
are contained in the Book of the Common prayer, Not 
allowing the Miniſters-ro expound or opcn the points 
of the fame to rhe people, He and his under officers 
afti-ming in publike places , that ſuch an expofition 
might be as i1] as a Sermon. And the myreto hearten, 
and confirm the people in prophaning the Lords day, 
He enjoyned the Miniſters roread publikely in their 
Churches, a Book publiſhed rouching ſports on the 

| Lords 
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(7) 
Lords Day, For not reading whereof, ſome Miniſters 


were by the command and direQtions of the ſaid Bifkop 


ſuſpended, viz, Maker William Leigh, M* Ricbard Proud, 


Mr Jonotban Burr, M* AMattbew Brownrigg, M* Mott, 
and divers others, ſome deprived, Mafter Powel/, M;* 
Ricbard Raymond, M* Jeremy Borrowes, and ſome other« 


wiſe troubled. By all which, knowledge was ſuppreſſed, 


and ignorance and prophanneſſe incroduced in thar 
Dioccile. | 


IX, 

Therehaving been formerly two kinds of ringing of 
Bels, and calling people roche Church in that Diocefie 
(viz. ) one kinde, when there were onely Prayers to be 
read, and another kinde, when there were both Prayers 
to be read, and a Sermon preached, whereby the people 
did apply themſelves to the Service of God in thoſe pla- 
ces, where both Prayers, and Preaching was to be ; He 
to hinder the people in rheir good defires of ſerving of 
God, and editying their ſoules, did in the fame yeer 
1636, command, and enyjoyn that there fhould be no 
difference in ringing of Bels ro Church when there was 


a Sermon, and when there was none. 


X. 

Whereas many godly Miniſters forthe preventing of 
the great ſinne in the people of unworthy receiving tlie 
holy Communion of che Lords Supper,did uſe to preach 
two or three dayes before every Communion, a prepa= 
ration Sermon to prepate, and inftrud rhe peoplein the 
righr and worthy reccivingot the Communion, He the 
ſaid Biſhop did in theſaid yeer 1636, forbid Miniſters 
to preach any ſich prepararion Sermon in that Dioceſſe, 
as namely, Maſter Devercox, Maſter Sway:z, andorher 


Minitters, 
AK; Whereas 


(8), 


dQ 6 

Whereas all Gods Ordinancesare ſan&ified,and made 
fruicfull by rhe blefling of 'God upon rhem by Prayer: . 
He endeavouring to ſupprefle the power, and benefir of 
Prayer in the ycer 1636, enjoyned rhat no Minifter 
ſhould uſe any prayer before: his Sermon, but move the 
people ro pray onely inthe words of the fifty fifth Canon 
made Awno Dom. 1603. which Canon was nor warranted . 
by the Law. And that no prayer ſhould be nſed before 
or afcer the Sermon, And he in hisown perſon having 
been atthe Sermon in-the Town of- Ipjwich when the 
Preacher did uſe or make any orher prayer, did fit upon: 
his ſeat wickonr uſing, or giving any reverence of knee- 
ling, or otherwiſe, rhereby to difcountenance ſuch' 
prayer. Andhe in the ſaid yeer 1636, enjoyned that no 
prayer ſhonld be made in- the Pulpit for the fick, and. 
that ſuch as were prayedfor in the reading Desk, ſhould 
be prayed for onely itithe rwo ColleAs preſcribed for - 
the viſitation of the-ſckIn privatehouſes. 


XII 

He the more to alienate rhe peoples heart from hearing: 
of Sermons in the ſaid yeer 1636. commanded, and en- 
ioyncd all Miniſters to preach conſtantly in their hood, 
and Surplice, a thing nor uſed before in-thar Dioceſſe, 
and much offenſive ro the people asa ſcandalous inno-. 
vation, And che Parifhioners of Kzat:ſhpall wanting a 
Surplice, he-didby his Officers in the ycer 16374 en- 
ioyn the Churchwardens there, thatno prayers ſhould 
be read in that Church till they had got a Surplice, 
which they not getting for the ſpace of two Lords dayes 
after,. had no prayers during that zime there. | 


RI IT. . 
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- ; 23. Thatduringaberime ofhizbeing Biſhop ofNor- 
wich, which was about two yeares, and fouremoneths,, 

[ There: were for not reading the facohd ſervice, at the 
- Communion Table-ſet Altarwiſe; for not reading the 


hey 


bgoke of ſports, for 'ufingconceivedfprayers before and 


- nſter Sermons, And for not obſerving tome other illegall 


-innovatioris'by him, and his under-officers, by and u 


his dire&ions, and Tnjnftions, ſundry Godly painful 


preaching miniſters, that is to ſay, Maſter William Po- 
well, Maſter:fobn Carter, Maſter Robert Peck, Maſter 
Wikiam" Bridge, Maſter William Greene, Maſter Morr, 
'Mafter Richard Raymond, Maſter Thomas Scor, Maſter 
 Greenehill;Maſter Nicholas Beard, Maſter Huifon, Robert 
"Kent, Feremy*Barrow, Maſter Thomas «Allen,and others 
to themnumber fifty, were excommunicated, ſufpended, 


+ .ordeprived and otherwiſecenfured, and ſilenced, tothe 


-uadoing of many of them; their wives, and children, and 
they could not beabfolve& without giving promiſe to 


' conforme to! his direftions edirrs & edendes, by meanes 


whereof ſome miniſters were enforced to depart this 
Realme into Holland, and other parts beyond Sea, viz+ 


- the faid Mr. #852 Briage, Mr. Teremy Borrowes, Mr. 


"Thonas eAllen; Mr. Tobnr Ward, and others of Norwich, 
toremove mto-other more peaceable diocefles, as name- 
Jy Mr &dornnd Calmy, Mr. Broome, Mr. Beard and o- 
hers; and ſomeofthem fo proſecuted, as hath beene ſi- 
ſpe&ed toibee the Carle of their deathes, as namely Mr. 
T hemas Scot and others ; the terror of which procee- 


dinfs hath cauſed other miniſters toleave their Cures, 


and goe away, viz. Mr 'Witram Kirington, Mr. Thomas 
Farren, Matter Tohn elteoand others ; and if a ſtranger 
preached at the Cure of ſuch perſon ſulpended, the 


| Church-wardens permitting ſuch perſon fo to preach, 


were enjoyned pennance, and otherwiſe troubled, as 
namely the Church-wardens of Snailwell, and the ftrar- 
get for preaching. was alſo RO mokſted, viz. Mr. 


Aſt, - 


/ Fd TY, ; 


Alb, Mr. Eadee, Maſter Manning, and other Minifters. 


14+ That during the time he was Biſhop of the ſaid 


See of Norwich, hee did uolawfully compell the inhabi- 


 tants of the ſeyerall pariſhes,within that Dioces,co raiſc 
. the Howers of the Feet of theie relpeHtive Chur- 
ches, to raile intheir Communion Tables, to remove the 
. Pewes and Seats, and to-make other alterations in the re- 
ſpe&ive Churches ; in the doing whereof the ſaid inha- 
| bitants, were pur to. great exceſlive, and unneceſſary 
charges andexpentes, amounting in the whole, tothe 
ſamme of five thouſand pounds, and upwards, . which 


faid charges'and expences,. hee did by unlawfull meanes 


and courſes, enforce the ſaid inhabitants toundergoe ; 
And ſuch of the ſaid inhabitants, as did nor obey the 


ſame, heedid vex, trouble and moleſt by preſentments, ' 
Citation, excommunications,tedious, and frequent Jour-  - 


neyes, and by attendances at the Courts of his Chancel- 


: lor, and other his officialls,v:z.. the Church-wardens of 


Lis, Ipswich, S.,Edvnds Bury, and others. 


*_ 15. Thatfor notcomming up totheraile, to receive 
the holy communion, kneeling there before the table 
Altarwife, for not ſtanding up at the Goſpell, and for 
not obſerviag and performing of his unlzwfull innovate 
ons, and Injun&ions,, many other of his Mijeſtics ab= 
JeRs vize Peter Fiſher, Samuel Duncon, Tames Percivall, 


* ſohn eArmiger, Thomas King andothers, havebeene by ' 


_ him,his Chancellors, Viſitors Commiſſaryes,and ffici- 
alls by his command and injun&ions, much moletted,dif- 
quieted, and 'vexed in their rſtates and conſCeiences by 


Citations to'the Courts, long attendance there, diſmif- 


tion, "Fees, Excommunications, Penanciecs, and other 
Cenſures. - IR | = 


16, That by reaſon of the rigorous proſecution and 
dealings 


EIT - | (258) 
deilings in.the laſtprecedent Acticles imentioned, and: [ 
| by reaſon. ofthe cantinuall faperfticious bowing to, *3 
and afore the table ſet Altarwiſe, the ſuſpending, filen- - 
cing, driving away of the painfull preacting Miniſters, 
theluppreſſing, and forbidding of Sermons, and-prayer ; 
the putting dowae of Le&ures, the ſuppreſſing meanes of / 
knowledg, and ſalvation; and introduchig ignorance, , 
ſaperſtition,&prophaneneſſe, many of his Majeſtievſi1b- 
jcRs, to the riamber of three thouſand, many of which 
' uſed trades of ſpinning, weaving, knitting,and making of 
Cloth, and Stuffe, Stockings, atid other manutaQures 
ot Woolls;tbat is to ſay, Danielt Sunning, Micha:ll AMet- 
| Calfe, Tohn Beramt, Nicholas Metcalfe, John Derant ,Busby, 
- widdow Mapes, Richard (ck, Iohn Dicks, Francis 
Lawes, Tohn Senty and many others, ſome of them ſetting 
an bundred poore people gn worke, have removed them- 
3 ſelves, their families, and eſtates into Holland; and other 
parts beyond the Seas, andithere fer up and taught the # 
| Natives there, the ſaid manufaQures,to the great hinde= - 
* rance of trade in this kingdome, and to the impove- 
riſhing, and bringing to.extreame want, very many who 
were by thoſe partiesformerly ſet on worke, tothe great- 
prejudice of his Majeftie and his people. 


\ 


| . 17. . That hee the faid Biſhop, - finding the people to 
- diſtaſte his innovations hath often in publike,and private 

> ſpeeches declared in the faid yeare, 1636. Thatwhar 
hee did in the ſame, was by his Majeſties command, 
| whereby he contrary tothe duty of his place, which he 
| held under his Majeſtie, being Deane of his Majeſties 

Royall Chappell, and contrary tothe daty —_— ' 

ame, 


|  _. andloyallſubje&,codeavoured tofree himſelie © 
and to raiſe an illopinion of his Royall Majeſtic, in the 
| hearts of his loving ſubje&s. 67 I 


| FO us, That he the ſaid CHathew Wren, being Riſhop 
l | | Eh B 2 0 


v 


ns, 
ion at .the:Lards: ſapper, | : 
breads. anc.wine;. handing at the: Weſtfideof the iTable 
with-hiafacetoabe Kaki; / and his.back towards thepeo- | 
ple elevting.the; Breads and Wine, - ſo high. as to bee: 
ſcene oven lis ſhoulders bowing low, eithet-to-or before 
them; when-he after thecelevation, and conſecration, had. 
ſeuchemdowne on the Table, 


16. That he the more to manifeſt his PopiſhaffeRion 
in the aid yeare 1-636, cauſeda.Crucifix; that is to lay, 
the figarc of Chrittupon the Crofſe tobe engraven-upun 
his Epiſcopali Srale befides the Arnaes of the Seo. -/ 

20+ That: he hath choſen & imployed ſuch mento be 
hisGommiſſioners, Rurall-Deanes, and-to-be his houle- 
hold Ghaplaines, whonr he knew to be; and ſtand affe= 
Red: to -hig-innavated eourtes, andto popiſhſtiperfiith-' 
Ong, ang: to be 'ErYONRECUS,, and: unſound. in judgement 
and praiſe, asnamely M. Tl Nowel, Mc Edmond Ma 
plerofr, M. Iohn Dang, MiBoxihe, Mo Dun,and others 


ar, Thatthe hath. very: much. oppreffed! divers-Pa- 
trons..of Ghurches: by admicting withontany colourof 
ticke his;owne Ghaplainesand others whom he affeted 
into Livings, whichibecame void within his Dioces,ur.« 
juſtly: enforcing. the itcue and right-Patrons tolong and 
chargeable ſnitsto cri& kch Incumbems, and to recover 
. theicawstightyſome of which hedid agaiafhis Prieft- 

Iy word-giverta the faid Patronsor their friends in ver- 
bo Sacerditis nota dogheſame; This he did in thecaſe 
of one M. River. | 


22+; That he and othergiathieyeare #635, ſould; or 
| h granted . 


graoted away the profitsothioPrimary Viſtation for 
free hund ed? pounti>uver and: —_ charges of the 
Viſitation, and for the beteer benefic of the Farmer, ſer 
forth a baokin theyeare 1636 intituled Articles tobe 
inquied of within the dioces of Norwich,” in the firſt 
Vilitation of Macrhew Lord: Blopof Noiwich, con- 
fiſting of 139: Articles, ant wheieits are contained the 
number of eight hundred ninery ſeven queſtions, accot- 
pew Ora _ —— — _—_— 

| paineof perjury; Andi fame Charctiwar- 
Seng Gs to'fay, as ”, (Parts Newton; 
Richard: Hart, William Bulk and' Zephiny Ford, and: 


others noc'making preſentmetits accordiigly, were ci- 


- moteſied; and troubled; and injoynet#' permarice; 
king many of the fait Artitlesweteridicus 
loasand-impollible.- 816770. 1:9. 2723 28 


23: Thatthe Churohwardens; 'andother men fivorne 
at the N mer > ———_— tohave their preſent- 
mencswrimen by: Claris fpecialy appoitited by ſiich as 

he faic Viſitation; to whoin they paidexcefiive 
fuinmes:of money-for the ſame, fometwoznd twenty 
foultings 1 Richard Hurerll; lob P nchird, nd 


- others, ſome more, ſomelelſe, for writing one pteſent- 


ment; to the'grievors-opprefiion of his Majefties poore 
24. Whereas by the Lawesof chisRealtne no tythes 
ought to be paid out of the rents of houſes, nor.is there 


anp-cuſtome or ufape in the City'of Norwictifor fach 
paymiene, yet the faid' Biſhop Indeavoured to draw the 


' Cirizens,'and'other mhabirimgwithin che faid City'a- 


gainſitheir wilsandconſens to pay rwothillings'ta the 
| in liew of the tithes of houſes within the tfeverall 


Pariſhes of theſaid City, unto the Minifterrthere;of che 
laidcefpettive pariſhes. - And the berter'ts cffe&rhis his 


unjuſt 


» 
LY 


undolt reſglyion, he: did by falſaand widue ſuggeſtions: - 
in the fourtgenth-yeers of his Majefficsrcigne that now. = 
1e, procure his: Majeſtie-to declare! under his Highneſſe” 
great Seale, of England His royall pleaſure,” That if any = 


' perſon, within.the. fajd City.ſhallrefuſeto pay acc 
ing to the.ſaid rgteofewo ſhillings the poundunto che 
Miniſer of apy-Pari(h. within tbe laid City Thatthe 
{ame be heard inthe Court of Chaiicery, orinthe Con- 
fiſtory,of the Biſhop of Norwich. -And that in ſuch caſe 
- no. prohibſtiogagainſt the ſaid Bilbop of Norwich, their 
 Chancellors,or Commiſſaries inthe ſaid Courts ofCon- 
fitory\ be granted.. And if any ſuch-wric be at any time 
obtained, the'Judges ſo granting the ſame, upon fight of 
- his Highnefſe {aid Order ſhallforthwith grant a conſul- 
tation .to the Miniſter: deſiring the;:ſame with hisreaſo= 
nable coſts and charges for the ſame,. which ſaid order 
and decree under the great Seale of England tended to 
the violation of the oathes of the Judges, and was de- 
viſed, coutrived, and made by the {aid Biſhop. And af- 
' terwards by. his evill counſels and falſe ſurmiſes he did 
obtaine his Majeſtiesroyall conſent thereunto, 8&:by co- 
lour of thearder. aforeſaid, and other the doings of the 
 Gid Biſhop, the Citizens and 76 of Norwich 
aforeſaid, viz. Iohn (ollar, Indith Perkeford, and Others, 
bave beene:inforced to pay the ſaid two ſhillings in the 
pound in liew of tythes, or elſe by.ſuits and other undue 
meanes beene much moleſted, and put to great charges 
and expences,contrary.to.the law, and juſtice. 


25, [That he =fſumed to himfelfe an arbitrary power 


to compell the, eſpeRive pariſhioners in the faid dioces 
to pay great and 'exceldive wages to pariſh Clarks; viz. 
the pariſhioners of Yarmouth, Congham, Toſtock, and 
others, commandiqg his officers,that if any pariſhioner 
did: refuſe to pay uch wages, they ſhould certifie him 
their names, and he would ſer them into the High Cons 

Ft m:iflion 


" caifion Court Gr example ofthe refs And ther cacoe 
two out of Ipſwich might be taken for that purpoſe. 


* * And the ſaid Commons by proteſtation faving to 
themſelves the libertics of exhibicing at any time hereaf- 
Z ter any other accuſation or impeachment againſt the 
| ſaid Matthew Wren late Biſhop of Norwich , and now 
Biſhop of Ely, and alſo of replying to the anſwer that he 
the ſaid Marthew Wren ſhall make untothe ſaid Articles, 

or any of them, or of offering proofe of the premiſſes or , 
( any other impeachments or accuſations that ſhall be ex- 
Þk ” Hibitedbythem as the caſe ſhal (according to the courſe 
» of Parl.aments) require, do pray that he the ſaid Marth. 
Wren may be called to anſwer the ſgid ſeverall crimes, 
and miſdemeanours, and receive ſuch condigne puniſh- 
ment as the ſame ſhall deſerve, and that ſuch further 
proceedings may be upon every of them had , and uſed 

againſt him, as is agreeable to law and juſtices 
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